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       September 2-3, 2014 

       September 2 

 

Women scientists enter IIT council 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/Women-scientists-enter-IIT-

council/articleshow/41470121.cms  

NEW DELHI: The IITs, predominantly a male club that never had a woman director or scientist in its council, 

is in for a big change. 

 

HRD ministry has nominated two women scientists Tessy Thomas and Vijayalakshmi Ravindranath to the IIT 

council, the apex body of 16 IITs.  

 

A senior HRD official said, "The idea behind getting women scientists in the IIT council is to show that science 

is not the sole preserve of men. Women can be at par with men in carrying out research." 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/Women-scientists-enter-IIT-council/articleshow/41470121.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/Women-scientists-enter-IIT-council/articleshow/41470121.cms
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He said these two can act as role models. Thomas is the first woman to head India's missile programme. She is 

in charge of Agni-4 missile project of Defence Research Development Organization.  

 

 
Tessy Thomas. (TOI file photo)  

 

Ravindranath helped establish National Brain Research Centre. Her research on neurogenerative disorders can 

be used to develop disease-modifying therapies.  

 

IIT council is headed by HRD minister and consists of three members of Parliament, chairpersons and directors 

of all IITs, chairperson of UGC, director general of CSIR, chairman and directors of IISc, nominee of HRD 

ministry and three appointees each of the ministry and AICTE. 

 

 
Vijayalakshmi Ravindranath. (TOI file photo by K Sunil Prasad) 
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Smart Bucket Challenge: IIT-B students' version of the viral 

campaign 

Tuesday, 2 September 2014 - 5:25am IST | Agency: DNA  

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-smart-bucket-challenge-iit-b-students-version-of-the-viral-campaign-

2015445 

Taking a cue from the 'Ice Bucket Challenge', which has gone viral across the world, students of IIT Bombay 

launched a 'smart bucket challenge' on Sunday. It addresses the needs of the people of Hirewadi, a village near 

Karjat. 

Under the campaign, the students distributed buckets of rajma, soyabean, dal, wheat, and utilities mainly 

consisting of a first aid kit, mosquito coils and colouring books, to the families of Hirewadi, a small hamlet 

comprising over 30 households. The students adopted the village a year ago and aim at developing it as a model 

village. 

"The Smart Buckets were distributed in the entire village and villagers were taught the importance of a balanced 

and healthy living," says Sanchita Dhas, a student and one of the six members of TechGSR (Tech Geek Social 

Responsiblity), a socio-tech body of Abhyudyay, a social platform of the institute which is spearheading the 

campaign funded by a Mumbai-based RMT ready mix. 

TechGSR aims at improving the standards of living of rural people and to create employment with resources 

available in their vicinity, keeping in mind their skill set. 

Rhythima, a team member and final year student of mechanical engineering, says, "After several visits to the 

village this year, the team has identified some major problem statements, which include – develop an efficient 

smokeless chulha with household materials, create a pressure-based drip irrigation technique (which doesn't 

require electricity), water purification, catalytic natural manure-making device, effective household lighting, use 

of only one bulb to illuminate the entire house, a vehicle mobility solution for medical emergencies and model 

creation for handicraft-based sustainable enterprise." 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-smart-bucket-challenge-iit-b-students-version-of-the-viral-campaign-2015445
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-smart-bucket-challenge-iit-b-students-version-of-the-viral-campaign-2015445
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/ice-bucket-challenge
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/iit-bombay-0
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/social-platform
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From RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan to Goa CM Manohar 

Parrikar: 10 famous IITians who didn't end up as engineers in 

India 

http://ibnlive.in.com/news/from-rbi-governor-raghuram-rajan-to-goa-cm-manohar-parrikar-10-famous-iitians-

who-didnt-end-up-as-engineers-in-india/495570-79.html 

It is a dream for every Indian school child studying science in India to get into the prestigious IITs. The Indian 

Institute of Technology is a name that tops the list when you ask an engineering enthusiast about their future 

plans. The coveted engineering institute has produced some of the most famous Indians who hold responsible 

positions in Indian government.  

 

The IITs have not only produced the best engineers in the world, but also IAS officers and politicians. While 

Chetan Bhagat became an author, the Manohar Parrikar became the Chief Minister of Goa. From Dr. D Udaya 

Kumar who designed the rupee symbol to D. Subbarao, the Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, IITians 

have taken won accolades across the globe. A huge number of IITians are currently serving the government of 

India and you'll find them all mentioned on this Quora discussion. Did you know these famous Indians studied 

at IIT?  

 

Raghuram Rajan: Raghuram Govinda Rajan is the 23rd Governor of the Reserve Bank of India after taking 

charge of India's central banking institution on 4 September 2013, succeeding Duvvuri Subbarao. Rajan 

was chief economic advisor to India's Ministry of Finance during the previous year and chief economist at 

the International Monetary Fund from 2003 to 2007. He graduated from the Indian Institute of Technology, 

Delhi with a bachelor's degree in electrical engineering in 1985 and later received a Post Graduate 

Diploma in Business Administration from Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad in 1987. He won 

Director's Gold Medal in IIT Delhi and was a Gold medalist at IIM Ahmedabad. 

 

http://ibnlive.in.com/news/from-rbi-governor-raghuram-rajan-to-goa-cm-manohar-parrikar-10-famous-iitians-who-didnt-end-up-as-engineers-in-india/495570-79.html
http://ibnlive.in.com/news/from-rbi-governor-raghuram-rajan-to-goa-cm-manohar-parrikar-10-famous-iitians-who-didnt-end-up-as-engineers-in-india/495570-79.html
http://www.quora.com/Are-there-any-IITians-who-are-presently-working-for-Government-of-India-and-helping-our-country-If-so-who-are-they
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NR Narayan Murthy: Nagavara Ramarao Narayana Murthy is an Indian IT industrialist and the co-founder 

of Infosys. Murthy studied electrical engineering at the National Institute of Engineering, University of 

Mysore, and M. Tech at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur. The Infosys co-founder has been listed 

among the 12 greatest entrepreneurs of our time by Fortune magazine. He has been described as Father of 

Indian IT sector by Time magazine due to his contribution to outsourcing in India. Murthy has also been 

honoured with the Padma Vibhushan and Padma Shri awards. 
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D Subbarao: Duvvuri Subbarao is an Indian Economist, Central Banker and Civil Servant. He was the 22nd 

Governor of Reserve Bank of India, who served under Prime Minister Dr.Manmohan Singh. Dr. D. Subbarao 

is a 1972 batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of Andhra Pradesh cadre. On 5 September 2008, 

he was appointed the 22nd Governor of Reserve Bank of India (RBI). His term was supposed to be 

completed in September 2011. But breaking from tradition, the Union Government of India issued an 

extension by 2 years until 4 September 2013. He graduated in Physics B.Sc (Hons.) from Indian Institute of 

Technology, Kharagpur (class of 1969). He received an M.Sc degree in Physics from Indian Institute of 

Technology Kanpur. Subbarao topped the Civil Services Examination in 1972 and was assigned the Andhra 

Pradesh cadre. 

 

 

Vinod Khosla: Vinod Khosla is an Indian-born businessman who is currently listed by Forbes magazine as 

an American billionaire. Khosla was one of the co-founders of Sun Microsystems, a company which created 

the Java programming language and Network File System (NFS) after his departure as founding CEO and 

chairman in the early 1980s. It is said that Khosla read about the founding of Intel in Electronic 

Engineering Times at the age of fourteen and this inspired him to pursue technology as a career. He went 

on to receive multiple degrees from the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT Delhi), India (Bachelor of 

Technology in Electrical Engineering), Carnegie Mellon University (Masters in Biomedical Engineering), 

and Stanford Graduate School of Business (MBA). 
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Manohar Parrikar: Manohar Parrikar has been the Chief Minister of Goa since 9 March 2012. Previously he 

was Chief Minister from 2000 to 2005. He is a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and represents 

the Panaji constituency in the Legislative Assembly of Goa. Parrikar is a graduate in metallurgical 

engineering from IIT Bombay (1978). He is the first IIT graduate to become the Chief Minister of any Indian 

state. He was awarded by IIT Bombay with the Distinguished Alumnus Award in 2001. 

 

 

Jairam Ramesh: Jairam Ramesh is an Indian economist and politician belonging to the Indian National 

Congress. As a Member of Parliament, he represents Andhra Pradesh in the Rajya Sabha. In July 2011, 

Jairam Ramesh was elevated to the Union Council of Ministers of India and appointed Minister of Rural 

Development and Minister of the new Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation. However in the cabinet 

reshuffle in October 2012, he has been divested of the portfolio of Ministry of Drinking Water and 

Sanitation. He was previously the Indian Minister of State (Independent Charge) at the Ministry of 

Environment and Forests from May 2009 to July 2011. Ramesh graduated from IIT Bombay in 1975 with a 

BTech in Mechanical Engineering. 
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Nandan Nilekani: Nandan Nilekani was the Chairman of the Unique Identification Authority of India 

(UIDAI). After a successful career at Infosys, he headed the Government of India's technology committee, 

TAGUP. Nilekani received a bachelor's degree in electrical engineering from the Indian Institute of 

Technology Bombay, Mumbai. In 1978, Nilekani had started his career at the Mumbai-based Patni 

Computer Systems, where he first met N.R. Narayana Murthy who interviewed him too. In 1981, Nilekani, 

Murthy, and five others left Patni to start their own company, Infosys. 

 

 



Page 16 of 32 

 

Kiran Bedi: Once a powerful police official, Kiran Bedi is now a social activist and a retired Indian Police 

Service (IPS) officer. Bedi joined the police service in 1972 and became the first woman officer in the IPS. 

Kiran Bedi held the post of Director General at the Bureau of Police Research and Development before she 

voluntarily retired from the IPS in December 2007. After a Master’s degree in Political Science from Panjab 

University, and Bachelor of Laws in 1988 from Faculty of Law, University of Delhi, she obtained a Ph.D. in 

Social Sciences from the Department of Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology Delhi where the 

topic of her thesis was 'Drug Abuse and Domestic Violence'. 

 

 

Dr. D Udaya Kumar: Udaya Kumar Dharmalingam is the designer of the Indian rupee sign. His design was 

selected from among five short listed symbols. According to Kumar the design is based on the Indian 

tricolour. He is currently an assistant professor at IIT Guwahati. He received his master's degree, an MDes 

in Visual Communication, from the Industrial Design Centre (IDC) of IIT Bombay in 2003. He also 

completed his doctoral studies at the IDC, receiving his PhD in 2010. 
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Raju Narayan Swamy: Raju Narayana Swamy is an officer in the Indian Administrative Service. He is Chief 

Vigilance Officer of Central public undertakings. A graduate in Computer Science from IIT Chennai, he 

turned down an MIT scholarship to pursue a career with the Indian Administrative Services. Swamy has 25 

books to his credit. He won the Kerala Sahitya Akademi award for a travelogue.  
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Calcutta University to open gates for Australian students 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/CU-to-open-gates-for-Oz-students/articleshow/41452705.cms 

KOLKATA: Calcutta University will join the ranks of some other national universities when it signs an MoU with the 

University of West Sydney on September 4, becoming a member of the New Colombo Plan — an initiative launched by 

the Australian government to give Australian undergraduate students an opportunity to study in countries in the Asia 

Pacific region. 

 

Australian students will be able to avail of scholarships in 35 countries, including India, Indonesia, Vietnam, Singapore 

and Hong Kong. 

 

"Australian varsities are entering into tie-ups with universities across the globe. Only five Indian varsities have been 

identified to sign MoUs with as many Australian universities. CU apart, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi University, 

University of Hyderabad and Mysore University were selected by the Indian government and UGC for the Connect India 

programme, which the Centre will launch to bring foreign students to study in the country. By selecting CU, the centre 

has recognized the university's excellence," said VC Suranjan Das. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/CU-to-open-gates-for-Oz-students/articleshow/41452705.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Delhi-University
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Indian-Government
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IISc., ISRO on mission monsoon  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/iisc-isro-on-mission-monsoon/article6370491.ece 

The complex yearly phenomenon of the monsoon, upon which much of the country’s economy is based, will be 

the subject of a massive international research project involving the Indian Institute of Science (IISc.) and the 

Indian Space Research Organisation. 

Indian and U.K.-based scientists will sail for a month in the Bay of Bengal as part of the multi-crore project to 

better forecast the monsoon. The study is funded by UK’s Natural Environment Research Council, and the 

Ministry of Earth Sciences. 

Using ship and air-based observations in the Bay of Bengal, scientists will study the formation of clouds over 

the ocean and also ocean salinity and temperature. “The first step to be able to better predict the monsoon is to 

understand the processes taking place over the ocean, where most cloud formations happen,” said P.N. 

Vinayachandran, Professor at Centre for Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences, IISc. 

Ocean gliders and profiling floats would be used to measure salinity and temperature: the two most important 

properties of the ocean, he added. The research project will be three to five years long and will begin in 2015. 

India receives 80 per cent of its rainfall from the southwest monsoon, and having accurate predictions at least 

one season in advance is essential, Prof. Vinayachandran said. 

‘IISc’s Alumni are Global Achievers’  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/%E2%80%98IISc%E2%80%99s-Alumni-are-Global-

Achievers%E2%80%99/2014/09/01/article2408671.ece 

BANGALORE: As a scientist, Prof Anurag Kumar works on mathematical modelling of communication 

networks such as the Internet, WiFi, cellular systems, methods of improving them and new designs. Now, as 

director of the premier Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, he says his focus is to make it one of the 

top institutes in the world. He took over as IISc director on August 1. 

“Rankings vary. The first batch of undergraduates will pass out this year from IISc. In the Shanghai Rankings, 

we are between 300-400 in the world and the first in the country. As of now, we do not have Nobel Prize 

winners in the institute. That counts in the rankings. The aim is certainly to go up in the list. We are seized of 

this issue and working on it,” Prof Kumar said. 

He felt rankings depend on a variety of factors -- publishing in the right journals, getting visitors from abroad, 

international collaborators, etc. The visibility of IISc does not correspond to its size and its reach, he felt. 

 “A good university is world class because it creates alumni who go and serve the country. IISc is playing a 

world class role in the nation. IIScians play leadership roles in different government institutions, industries, etc. 

Rankings do not include all that,” he said. 

Historically, the institute has played a role in setting up the first national internet and power system in the 

country. It has also contributed in a big way to science and research activities. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/iisc-isro-on-mission-monsoon/article6370491.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/%E2%80%98IISc%E2%80%99s-Alumni-are-Global-Achievers%E2%80%99/2014/09/01/article2408671.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/%E2%80%98IISc%E2%80%99s-Alumni-are-Global-Achievers%E2%80%99/2014/09/01/article2408671.ece
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IISc produces over 200 high quality PhD students annually. Quite a few of them go on to become faculty 

members in Indian institutions of higher education or researchers in industry and government research and 

development laboratories. 

The institute produces more than 400 Masters degree holders every year who are highly sought after by the 

industry. IISc leads the nation in high quality international research publications in science and engineering, and 

is consistently ranked No. 1 in the country in this measure of scientific achievement, he said. 
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Rajasthan-born math researcher at Stanford wins major 

award  

Hindustan Times (Jaipur) 

Himanshu Asnani, 27, an Indian-born mathematics researcher at Stanford University Electrical Engineering 

School in the US, is the winner of the Marconi Society Paul Baran young scholar award for 2014.  

“The prestigious award will be presented to Asnani at our annual event Oct 2 at the National Academies of 

Sciences in Washington,” Society’s young scholar selection committee Bob Tkach told IANS through email 

Tuesday.  

Asnani, who hails from Kota in Rajasthan, is also a system engineer at the Swedish telecom major’s R&D 

centre in the Silicon Valley.  

Though Asnani aspired to become a neurosurgeon as a child under the influence of his parents who are doctors, 

his exposure to mathematics and physics got him fourth rank in the IIT joint entrance exam.  

Graduating from IIT-Bombay in electrical engineering in 2009, Asnani went to the US to do masters (MS) at 

Stanford and enrolled for Ph.D in the same subject.  

Named after Nobel laureate Guglielmo Marconi, who invented radio, and set up in 1974 by his daughter Gioia 

Marconi Braga through an endowment, the Marconi Society awards annually outstanding individuals whose 

scope of work and influence emulate the principle of ‘creativity in service to humanity’ that inspired Marconi.  
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MHRD all set to overhaul the UGC  

http://www.nordiccentreindia.com/news/132-mhrd-all-set-to-overhaul-the-ugc.html 

In fulfillment of an order by the central government, the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) 

has appointed a high-level committee to suggest ways to restructure the University Grants Commission. The 

order also seeks to amend the UGC Act of 1956 in order to re-organise the UGC to bring out reforms in the 

higher education sector. 

 

Colleges line up for live classes by IIT professors under novel 

programme 

K R Rajeev, TNN | Sep 3, 2014, 03.11AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Kozhikode/Colleges-line-up-for-live-classes-by-IIT-professors-under-

novel-programme/articleshow/41557059.cms 

KOZHIKODE: Self-financing engineering colleges, along with a dozen other government engineering colleges 

(GEC) and other colleges in the state are busy adapting their time-tables to enable virtual lectures by IIT 

professors in their classrooms under the MHRD- funded quality enhancement in engineering education (QEEE) 

programme.  

 

The innovative nation- wide programme was launched earlier this year as a part of the action plan to fix dilution 

of quality and shortage of faculty that is crippling the country's engineering education following the sudden and 

massive expansion in the number of engineering colleges.  

 

Under the `direct to student' programme live classes by IIT professors are made available to non- IIT and non- 

NIT engineering colleges across the country through DTH and online platforms.  

Ashok Jhunjhunwala, chairman of the QEEE and professor of IIT Madras said that the programme is currently 

being delivered to nearly 120 engineering colleges across the country and that they hope to extend it to 500 

colleges. "Currently we are offering live lectures from IIT professors in 15 engineering subjects. The plan is to 

provide high quality content delivered directly to the students using latest technology so that superior scholastic 

inputs are integrated into current learning and pedagogical practices in the colleges in order to enhance the 

quality of engineering education," he added.  

 

T P Byjubai, Principal of Government Engineering College, Kozhikode, one of the participant colleges in the 

QEEE programme said that the programme has been very helpful as students are getting professors from IIT to 

give them lessons. "We started the programme last week and we are getting around four hours of live lectures in 

three branches every week. There is also scope for interactivity which enables students to ask questions and 

clear their doubts," she said. 

 

 

http://www.nordiccentreindia.com/news/132-mhrd-all-set-to-overhaul-the-ugc.html
http://www.nordiccentreindia.com/news/132-mhrd-all-set-to-overhaul-the-ugc.html
http://mhrd.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/RevUGC.pdf
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-K-R-Rajeev.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Kozhikode/Colleges-line-up-for-live-classes-by-IIT-professors-under-novel-programme/articleshow/41557059.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Kozhikode/Colleges-line-up-for-live-classes-by-IIT-professors-under-novel-programme/articleshow/41557059.cms
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IIT-M students get to sample the IAF life 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chen-events/iitm-students-get-to-sample-the-iaf-

life/article6370535.ece 

 

The students took part in an interactive programme seeking to initiate them to career prospects in the Air Force. 

Photo: G. Krishnaswamy  

It was a breathtaking experience for physically challenged C.S. Niranjan, a third-year aero space engineering 

student of IIT-Madras (IIT-M). 

One of the 52 students of IIT-M at the Air Force station, Tambaram, on Monday morning, Niranjan got an idea 

of just what a career with the Indian Air Force (IAF) would be like, through ‘Guardians of the Sky’, an 

interactive programme initiated by the IAF. Air Marshal S. Sukumar, air officer-in-charge personnel, IAF, 

flagged off a rally from the station. 

After experiencing parasailing, Niranjan said he was amazed at the experience that was “different from anything 

we learn in the classroom.”  

Similar views were expressed by Jadhav Dattatreya, a fifth-year student of the department at IIT-M, who was 

excited to be part of the learning team. His first flight had strengthened his ambition to become a pilot, he said.  

An IAF adventure team, comprising parasailing instructors, guided the students, some of whom had a 

opportunity to participate in a parasailing experience, while others got to handle hang gliders.  

For the IAF, a release said, the novel effort is a way of reaching out to the youth by offering opportunities in 

aero sports and of making them more ‘air-minded’. The team visited the campus of IIT-M, where the students 

were given a presentation about career prospects in the IAF. They are expected to visit Hindustan Institute of 

Technology and Science in Padur on Tuesday. 

Young IAF officers in rally vehicles, along with support staff, will cover Chennai and seven other cities — 

Tiruchi, Madurai, Thiruvanathapuram, Kochi, Kozhikode, Mangalore and Bengaluru — before September 27. 

The drive will target 16 premier educational institutes of these cities, with a multidisciplinary group of IAF 

officers interacting with students and providing them with details on career opportunities in the IAF.  

IITian from Kota bags Marconi award in US 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/iitian-from-kota-bags-marconi-award-in-us/1/380429.html 

Himanshu Asnani, 27, an India-born mathematics researcher at Stanford University Electrical Engineering 

School in the US, is the winner of the Marconi Society Paul Baran young scholar award for 2014. 

"The prestigious award will be presented to Asnani at our annual event Oct 2 at the National Academies of 

Sciences in Washington, DC," Society's young scholar selection committee Bob Tkach told IANS through 

email Tuesday. 

Asnani, who hails from Kota in Rajasthan, is also a system engineer at the Swedish telecom major's R&D 

centre in the Silicon Valley, off the US west coast. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chen-events/iitm-students-get-to-sample-the-iaf-life/article6370535.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chen-events/iitm-students-get-to-sample-the-iaf-life/article6370535.ece
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/iitian-from-kota-bags-marconi-award-in-us/1/380429.html
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Though Asnani aspired to become a neurosurgeon as a child under the influence of his parents who are doctors, 

his exposure to mathematics and physics in teenage got him fourth rank in the IIT joint entrance exam. 

Graduating from IIT-Bombay in electrical engineering in 2009, Asnani went to the US to do masters (MS) at 

Stanford and enrolled for Ph.D in the same subject. 

Named after Nobel laureate Guglielmo Marconi, who invented radio, and set up in 1974 by his daughter Gioia 

Marconi Braga through an endowment, the Marconi Society awards annually outstanding individuals whose 

scope of work and influence emulate the principle of 'creativity in service to humanity' that inspired Marconi. 

The award, with a cash prize of $4000 (Rs.2.4 million), is given to scholars who are 27 or younger at the time of 

the nomination, as Marconi was 27 years when he invented the wireless telegraphy. 

"In addition to citation and cash prize, the award provides travel stipends to its winners for many years to enable 

them attend our events, as we consider them to be an integral part of the Society," Tkach said in the e-mail. 

Asnani's academic and entrepreneurial achievements also stood out in a review of the nominated researchers 

from the world over the society undertakes every year. 

"Asnani's outstanding work and contribution to point-to-point and multi-terminal channel coding and source 

coding problems were impressive," Tkach recalled. 

The award recognises individuals who demonstrate exceptional scientific talent and entrepreneurial skills at a 

young age with potential to make advances in telecom and internet. 

"In studies too, Asnani made profound contributions to our understanding of the fundamental limits in new 

communication and data compression (point-to-point and multi-terminal). His work spans from theoretical to 

the applied," his primary advisor at Stanford Tsachy Weissman said in a statement from the university. 

Unlike many, Asnani is attracted to problems and is as passionate about understanding their theoretical 

underpinnings as he is about developing, implementing and experimenting with practical schemes that make a 

difference. 

"What intrigued me was the idea that communication and networking could be used to connect and inspire 

people. By helping people share ideas and questions and answers, I was applying theory to real life problems 

with tangible impacts and outcomes," Asnani noted. 

Asnani's initial research focused on cooperation in communication, which can boost the performance of a 

network. 

"He developed insights and results of independent theoretical significance and uses them for guiding the design 

of new schemes in the motivating problem domains," says Weissman observed. 

Asnani's assignments at Ericsson include designing next generation communication and computer networks. He 

also leads Ericsson's collaborations with startup partners and vendors to port new features and applications in 

the cloud platform. 

Through symposia, conferences, forums and publications, the Society also promotes awareness of major 

innovations in communication theory, technology and applications with particular attention to understanding 

how they change and benefit society. 
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Irani Sets a Scorching Pace to Keep HRD Ministry Flag Flying  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Irani-Sets-a-Scorching-Pace-to-Keep-HRD-Ministry-Flag-

Flying/2014/09/02/article2409414.ece 

NEW DELHI: The HRD Ministry (MHRD) under Smriti Irani has several laudable initiatives to its credit 

during the 100 days of Narendra Modi Government. 

The HRD Ministry is all set to establish a National Academic Depository for maintaining academic awards and 

certificates/degrees in a central database in electronic format. This digitisation of degrees would provide online 

access to academic awards, check forging of mark sheets and save time by eliminating the need to physically 

approach educational institutions to obtain all such academic awards.   

To help undergraduate students make an informed decision regarding the college they want to join, the ministry 

has developed a Know Your College application.  

Under the Swayam initiative of the MHRD, to be launched on September 25, 2014, professors of Centrally-

funded institutions (like IITs, IIMs) will offer free online courses in a variety of disciplines.  

The MHRD is also working to launch the national e-library, an online portal which will democratise access to 

knowledge by ensuring that quality content from the Central universities is available in a digital format that can 

be easily accessed by students, working professionals and researchers across the country via laptops, desktops,  

smartphones and tablets.  

The ministry also plans to make 20 classrooms in 21,000 colleges (total 4.20 lakh classrooms) Wi-Fi enabled to 

help students access academically relevant websites through their laptops/phones. Over 600 universities have 

already been connected with one Gbps bandwidth. The campuses of 140 Centrally-funded institutions under the 

MHRD will be made Wi-Fi enabled.   

Under the Padhe Bharat Bade Bharat initiative, a sub-programme of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), a 

programme for reading, writing, and comprehension in language and basic numerology  skills in mathematics 

has been implemented in 17 states and all Union Territories.    

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Irani-Sets-a-Scorching-Pace-to-Keep-HRD-Ministry-Flag-Flying/2014/09/02/article2409414.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Irani-Sets-a-Scorching-Pace-to-Keep-HRD-Ministry-Flag-Flying/2014/09/02/article2409414.ece
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